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Easily reached by ferry from its famous island neighbors and a quick 40-minute flight
from Athens, the Greek island of Paros has been a relatively secret retreat for those in
the know. But in the last few years, fashionistas and the rich and famous started visiting
its lovely beaches and bougainvillea-covered fishing villages, and the island quickly

became the chilled-out alternative to Mykonos and Santorini.

For years, Paros has attracted some of the most famous under-the-radar visitors.
Having just finished writing Breakfast at Tiffany's, Truman Capote spent four months
with his companion Jack Dunphy during the summer of 1958 on Paros. His visiting
friend, photographer Cecil Beaton, wrote, 'We have lived in a timeless haze of
repetition. Life is nothing but sleep, swim, eat and read. One day merges soothingly

into another without incident. Each day is a pattern.’

I have lived in Paros for several years now and was immediately attracted to the area of
Naoussa; its weekends are lively and crowded in the village, and other times, it is
tranquil and relaxed. A remarkable spirit fills the air on Paros; the locales are gentle and
friendly while a bit shy. It often takes a simple ‘Kaliméra’ greeting to make them smile

and engage in conversation.

Every part of Paros feels different, from the bustling port of Parikia to the vibrant
fishing village of Naoussa, where many of the best restaurants and hotels are located.
Weekends are packed with visitors, but strangely, it never feels overwhelming or
claustrophobic; it feels more like the beating heart of a vibrant center you want to be a

part of.

You will find winding, narrow white alleys, unique shops and boutiques selling local
products, delicious restaurants serving international and local cuisine, a fun nightlife
filled with bars and clubs, and, of course, cats everywhere lounging and posing for

photos.



With a slew of luxury hotels that have recently opened, the barefoot luxury vibe, easy
way of life, and friendly locales have put this island on the map as the ultimate new
destination. Add on an afternoon on the hidden gem celebrity island of Antiparos (only
a 10-minute ferry ride from Pounta Port on Paros) for lunch and shopping, and you
might rub shoulders with its long-time resident actor Tom Hanks or spot billionaire Jeff

Bezos on his superyacht.
WHERE TO STAY

New hotels are popping up everywhere throughout Greece this year, while others are
being renovated and refreshed. On Paros, the luxury factor is growing, with several new

brands launched, including one with a very famous celebrity Chef.

Here is a selection of some of the most popular places to stay during your visit.

Andronis Minois

Andronis Hotels recently acquired the Minois Hotel Paros. Reopening this summer as
Andronis Minois, the beautiful property in Naoussa offers a contemporary take on
traditional Cycladic architecture. The hotel offers 44 luxury suites, each with terraces
and patios. Each room enjoys its unique view, while multi-bedroom suites feature
private swimming pools. There is a central swimming pool with a vibrant day-to-night
Lounge Deck, a well-stocked outdoor gym, and an underground spa. Chef Anastasios
Tsantilas heads the fine-dining Olvo restaurant. Carved out of the hotel on a tiered
landscape with sea views, this revitalized space is just over 500 feet from the water’s

edge.



